
OCTOBER 5, 2015 

Brenda & Jack Dixon* 
Kathy & Al Davies 

Kay Cleveland 

NOVEMBER 5, 2015 

Elaine & Bill Epstein* 
Jo Fritsch 

Betty Hampel 

DECEMBER 7, 2015 

Christmas Party @  
McGee’s Irish Pub 

 

*Leadership role for organizing 

 the food committee. 

Hello to All, 

Isn’t this weather beauti-
ful?  Summer is behind 
us and hopefully we will 
have many fall days to 
enjoy. 

The Belgium exchange 
has been busy making 
hotel and train reserva-
tions for the week preced-
ing the exchange.  Rich 
and I are looking forward 
to our adventures on and 
off the train to Belgium 
and Amsterdam.  We all 
leave on October 7

th
 and 

most are returning on 
October 22

nd
. 

The next exchange will 
be to Big Canoe on Octo-
ber 25

th
 to the 29

th
 to help 

them celebrate their 30
th
 

club anniversary. 

I received an email from 
our Regional Representa-
tive that I would like to 
share with you all.  I think 
sometimes we forget why 
we joined Friendship 
Force.  This email says it 
all.  See page 2 for 
NextGen article. 

I look forward to seeing 
you all at the October 5

th
 

meeting.  

In Friendship, 

Marti Reckdenwald  
martireck@hotmail.com 
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OUR NEXT MEETING 

OUTGOING 2015 
                  Flanders, Belguim         
              October 14-21, 2015 
              ED : Gayle Reynolds 

OUTGOING 2016 
          W. Alajuela, Costa Rica 
                               June 2016 
                     ED : Barb Walter 

EXCHANGES 

First Monday evening of each   
month at SHJ Catholic Church, 
1009 Benson St., Hartwell GA..  

FFOLH MEETINGS 

Board Meetings       6:00 pm 
Social time              6:30  pm 
Dinner & Meeting    7:00 pm 

Where:  McGee’s Irish Pub 

    116 W. Orr Street 

    Anderson SC 

 Time: 6:30 pm Cocktails (cash bar)  

 7:00 pm Dinner  (catered by Dixie in the 

Kitchen”) 

 

 Cost: $35 per person 

  

Bring your ‘sing along voices’ and there will be  

a prize for the ‘Best Ugly Sweater’. 

 ~ MENU ~  
 

Shamrock Salad  
 

Your choice of Entrée : 

Prime Rib 

Gaelic Salmon Filet 

Honey Mead Chicken 

Vegetarian 
 

Served with mashed potatoes and fresh veggies. 
 

 Dessert  

Crème Brulee 

  

RSVP  by November 15th to:    Becky Rabalais  
        637 Lightwood Road,   Hartwell GA 30643 

Name : _______________________________________ 

Entrée:   Salmon, Chicken, Vegetarian or   

            Prime Rib (well, medium or medium rare) 

Payment :  ____________________________________ 



NEXTGEN EXPERIENCE INDONESIA VIA HENDERSONVILLE NC Exchange 

PAGE 2 FFOLH News 

really determined to find a way for 
families to participate in The 
Friendship Force. You can never 
start too soon to break down the 
barriers that separate people. All 
but 3 of the students are Muslim. 
You can't imagine the different 
perspective my kids now have af-
ter spending these 3 days with the 
students. They learned that we 
have much more in common with 
people from different faiths than 
we do differences. I've tried to 
teach them that but now they have 
experienced it.  

If you are still with me, thanks for 
letting me share. And hopefully 
you will be encouraged that the e-
mails we send, the phone calls we 
make and the forms we turn in to 
finance really do help to make a 
difference in the world.  

  

Allison Lindsey 

 
friendship force international 

127 Peachtree St. NE, Suite 501  
Atlanta, Georgia  30303  USA 

(US)phone 404.965.4342 

(US)fax 404.688.6148  
www.thefriendshipforce.org 

  

Hello! 
 
I think most of you saw my posts 
on facebook chronicling my family's 
experiences with the Indonesian 
student exchange over the past 
couple of days. In case you missed 
it, I wanted to share some pictures 
with you. And in case you are more 
interested in more pictures, here is 
the link to the dropbox where the 
pictures are being uploaded by the 
appointed photographer of the 
club: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/
ieu8765xppqj284/AAAExWPnlu-
0CH8bT1IQgXXca?dl=0.  
 
The ED asked me months ago to 
come to Hendersonville for the pa-
rade and the welcome dinner. I 
asked if I could bring my family and 
he heartily welcomed me to do so. 
We were home hosted by their for-
mer Club President, Roberta New-
man and her little dog, Sunny.  

It was an unforgettable experience 
and I can now vouch first-hand at 
the rich opportunity that clubs have 
before them when hosting student 
groups. They were such a well-
behaved, well-mannered, well-
prepared group of students. During 
my remarks at the welcome dinner 
I thanked the club for being a part 
of the Next Generation of Friend-
ship Force by hosting these stu-
dents. Some had had reservations 
before the first exchange but now 
are on their 3rd time hosting stu-
dents from Indonesia and many 
have now been on an outbound 
exchange to Indonesia where they 
visited the students they hosted. I 
think when many of our long-time 
members hear "NetGen" they can 
tend to feel left out or that FFI is 
moving in an unrealistic direction, 
thinking that our push towards 
"NextGen" means that we are try-
ing only to recruit 20 - 30 year olds. 
One of the long term members ex-
pressed this to me while I was 
there and I heard it in England and 

Vancouver too. Hopefully, by 
showing how they are contributing 
to planting seeds of Friendship 
Force in the hearts of young peo-
ple they will recognize the part 
they have to play in supporting 
NextGen for everyone.  

It was also a great experience to 
be on an exchange and to see the 
work that goes into organizing it 
and making it run smoothly. It is a 
lot of work to be an ED! And it's a 
lot of work to host and to get the 
Ambassadors every where on 
time. I know I have been guilty of 
not really realizing how much work 
our volunteers do. 

It was such an amazing experi-
ence to see my family's reaction to 
the whole thing. John David told 
me that this experience was better 
than going to the beach. For a little 
guy who loves the beach, that's a 
big compliment! And as we were 
leaving last night (they - Olivia and 
John David-  begged us to stay for 
a cookout and we succumbed to 
their request) Olivia said with tears 
in her eyes that she was going to 
miss them. The students just took 
my kids in and made them feel like 
rock stars taking so many pictures 
with them. During the parade the 
students insisted that John David 
and Olivia be up front helping to 
carry the banner. 
Despite getting 
home after mid-
night last night, 
they both woke 
up happy this 
morning, excited 
to share their 
experiences with 
their classmates.  

John now "gets" 
Friendship 
Force. In fact, 
we have even 
discussed join-
ing the Atlanta 
FF club. And I'm 

http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ieu8765xppqj284/AAAExWPnlu-0CH8bT1IQgXXca?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ieu8765xppqj284/AAAExWPnlu-0CH8bT1IQgXXca?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ieu8765xppqj284/AAAExWPnlu-0CH8bT1IQgXXca?dl=0
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OUTGOING EXCHANGE UPDATES 

 

Flanders, Belgium 

October 14-21, 2015 
 

 
 

Gayle Reynolds – ED 
msg.gay.77@gmail.com 

864-206-9034 - home 
864-245-0424  cell 

 

W. Alajuela, Costa Rica 
June 2016 

 
Barb Walter – ED 

Barbara_walter@hotmail.com  
 864-225-0666 home 

 
Anyone going on this exchange needs to have current 

 

Denver, Colorado 

April 2016 

 
Bill Schafer – ED 

706-356-7045 - home 

East Lansing, Michigan 
October 2016 

 
ED is needed for this exchange. 

INCOMING EXCHANGE UPDATES 

FFI TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES 

~ Cuba ~  

December 7 to 16, 2015 

For a complete description of these trips, go to the FFI website or contact Laura Romero 

laura@thefriendshipforce.org  404.965.4353  www.friendshipforce.org  

~ Panama ~  

January 17-27, 2016 

DEADLINE:  9-24-2015 

DEADLINE:  9-15-2015 

mailto:Barbara_walter@hotmail.com
mailto:laura@thefriendshipforce.og
tel:404.965.4353
http://www.friendshipforce.org


TREASURER’S REPORT          September 14 , 2015 

FRIENDSHIP FORCE 

OF LAKE HARTWELL 

Organization 

W E ’RE  ON  THE  WEB!  

WWW . F F O L H . C O M  

02     Jim McCormick 
07     Carol Beazley 
07     Barbara Watson 
09     Dann Cross 
11     Al Watson 
11     Jim & Rosalind McMullan 

18    Margaret Ann McCormick 

24     Richard Brister 
25     Bill & Elaine Epstein 
28     Jack & Brenda Dixon 
 

OCTOBER 

BIRTHDAYS & 
ANNIVERSARIES 

GOLF 

Oconee Country Club - Seneca, SC 
Wednesday Sept. 23rd   
1st Tee time - 12:26 
Rate $25 
Dinner will follow at Fatz in Seneca 
 
Contact Tom or Karen Komatz so they 
can get numbers for golf &/or dinner. 
 
 * * * * * * * 
Jim & Bobbie Jones will be organizing October golf. 

THANK YOU NOTE  

Candy and I would like to thank all our friends in FFOLH for your expres-
sions of sympathy and encouragement regarding Scott’s death.  Your 
notes, calls, donations and especially prayers have helped us in the 
process of putting our lives back together.  We had 
heard that losing a child is the worst thing that could 
happen in one’s life.  We can now confirm that is 
true.  While we are getting better, there are still 
waves of emotion that hit when we revive a memory, 
hear from old friends or think of what Cathy and the 
kids are going through.  These will reduce in time but 
I doubt if they will ever go away.  Thank you again 
for being good friends. 
 
With much love, Candy and Dave Pursell 

Beginning balance     $ 5682.56 
Adjustment  check not recorded    (-663.80)    5018.76 
    
Income  Belguim Exchange  $3755.00 
  Add’l fee (exchange rate)       99.00 
 
Expenses  
 20th Anniversary Party 
 Barb Walter            90.99 
 Rosemary Victory           19.20 
 Carol Beazley            13.07 
 Paula Chambers       126.29 
 
 Belguim Exchange   3815.83 
 
Ending Balance                                         $ 4807.38 
 
 
Ways & Means 
Balance                                     $1048.62 


